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Instruction to Authors 

Hepatology Forum is the official journal of the Turkish Association for the Study of the Liver (TASL). Hepatology Forum is published 4 times a year. There might be one or two supplements each year dedicated to either abstract book of the Annual Meeting of TASL or special issues on a specific topic. 

Hepatology Forum publishes original scientific research, case reports, reviews, letters, images in hepatology ,editorials and book reviews in the field of basic and clinical Hepatology 

Types of Manuscripts 

The Editors will consider and publish the following: 

Original research. Manuscripts describing original research must be no longer than 5,000 words (including references), abstract of 250 words, and a title with no more than 120 characters (excluding spaces). Regular articles should be approximately 20-25 pages including references They should be typed in 12-pt font and double spaced with 2.5 cm margins Acceptance of original manuscripts will be based upon originality and the importance of the investigation. These manuscripts are reviewed by the Editors and will be evaluated in most cases, by two experts in the field.ln the case of a discrepancy between the two referees evaluations, than a third one will be selected prior to final decision. 

Short Communications are brief, definitive reports of unusual interest, and should be no longer than 3,000 words (including references).The author should indicate in the cover letter that the paper submitted is a short communication so that it undergoes expedited peer review allowing it to be published within 2 months of acceptance. 

Review Articles of both basic and clinical topics should be no longer than 5,000 words (including approximately 50 references). The reference list need not be exhaustive. Most reviews are invited by the Editors but in special occasions ,authors interested in contributing reviews may apply for submission of review. They have to first contact the Editor or one of the Associate Editors with an outline of the proposed article. Review articles may also be subject to revisions. 

Clinical Case Reports Only interesting case reports with significant new information on a specific disease and bringing insights in to the pathogenesis and treatment of a specific disease are encouraged to be submitted. They should be no longer than 3,000 words (including references). 

Letters to the Editor are considered for publication subject to editing and abridgement,provided they do not contain material that has been submitted elsewhere .Letters may be related to articles published in recent issues of the Hepatology Forum or to topics of hepatology .Letters must not be longer than three double-spaced pages, including references, and may contain only one table or figure. No more than 5 authors may appear in the author list. 

Images in Hepatology Images related to interesting cases with a short history are accepted by the journal.The presentation will be in a quiz form with the answer containing relevant references written in a separate sheet.The image related to the case should be conform to the instructions given for the illustrations. 

Editorials are invited by the Editor or Associate Editors and should be no longer than 1,500 words. 

Concensus reports, guidelines, in-depth scientific reviews or position papers are invited by the editorial board. 

Manuscripts that exceed the word limits listed above will be returned to the authors for shortening without a full review. Manuscripts that are redundant or contain extraneous material will be returned after a full review for shortening even if otherwise acceptable. 

The manuscript should be composed in the order indicated below. 

The Title page should contain the article title, names of all the authors in full and academic or professional affiliations, short title of less than 40 characters to be used as a running head and the name address, telephone, fax numbers and electronic mail address of the corresponding author. At the bottom of the title page, any acknowledgments of grant support should be indicated. Pages should be numbered consecutively and organized as follows: 

Abstract: An abstract of no more that 250 words should precede the article. The abstract should be divided into the following sections: Objective, Methods, Results and Conclusion, (2) Keywords (3-6 keywords,(3) Introduction, (4) Materials and Methods, (5) Results, (6) Discussion and (7) References. 

Introduction. Should contain an explanation why the investigation was carried out, Any relevant published work should be mentioned and the objectives of the investigation outlined explicitly 

Methods. New methods or significant improvements of methods or changes in old methods must be described. Methods for which adequate reference can be cited are not to be described. Details regarding animal housing conditions should be given. 

Results. Duplication between the text of this section and material presented in tables and figures should be avoided. Tabular presentation of masses of negative data must be avoided and replaced with a statement in the text whenever possible. 

Discussion. This section must relate to the significance of the work to existing knowledge in the field and indicate the importance of the contribution of this study. Unsupported hypotheses and speculation should be omitted. 

Acknowledgements: Individuals, other than authors, who were of direct help in the reported work should be acknowledged by a brief statement on a separate page immediately following the text. 

References. The style of references is that of the Index Medicus. List all authors Unpublished results or personal communications should be cited as such in the text. Please type references double-spaced and number them in order of their first appearance in the text (not alphabetically). Once a reference is cited, all subsequent citations should be to the original number. Papers that have been accepted for publication or are in press may be listed as references, but the Journal does not accept as reference unpublished data and personal communications. Use the form for references adopted by the U.S. National Library of Medicine, as in Index Medicus. For each reference, show inclusive page ranges (e.g., 7-19). 

In references to journal articles, please include (1) surname and initials (without periods) of all authors, (2) article title, (3) abbreviated journal name, (4) year, (5) volume number, and (6) inclusive page numbers, in that order 

In references to books, please include (1) surname and initials (without periods) of the first three authors and et al. for all 
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others, (2) chapter title, if any, (3) editor(s), if any, (4) title of book, (5) city of publication, (6) publisher, (7) year, and (8) inclusive page numbers. Volume and edition numbers, and name of translator should be included when appropriate. 

Please note the following examples: 

Bedogni G, Miglioli L, Masutti F, Tiribelli C, Marchesini G, Bellentani S. Prevalence of and risk factors for nonalcoholic fatty liver disease: the Dionysos nutrition and liver study. Hepatology. 2005;42:44-52. 

Fitz JG. Cellular mechanisms of bile secretion. In: Zakim D, Boyer JL, eds. A textbook of liver disease. Philadelphia, PA: 

Saunders 1996:362-376 

WONCA Ad Hoc Task Force on Tobacco Cessation. http://globalfamilydoctor.com/publications/new /november/ 09.htm. 

Figures and Illustrations. Diagrams and illustrations should be given Arabic numerals. All figure legends should be grouped and typewritten on a separate sheet of paper. Each Figure shoulcfbe in one of the following preferred formats: Tiff, JPEG, PDF, and EPS. One original high quality print or glossy prints for photographs should be submitted. Illustrations should be professionally drawn. Symbols, letters, and numbers should be of sufficient size to be clearly recognizable when the figure is reduced to publication size. Decimals should be written in North American format. Photographs in which a person is identifiable must either have the face masked out, or be accompanied by written permission for publication from the individual in the photograph. Unless the authors have specified they wish to pay for color, color figures and illustrations will be converted to grey scale for the print edition 

Tables. Tables should be numbered consecutively with Roman numerals in order of appearance in the text. Type each table double-spaced on a separate page with a short descriptive title typed directly above and with essential footnotes below. All tables must be cited in the text 

General Rules 

Ethical issues. Manuscripts which do not properly consider ethical issues for humans or animals will not be accepted for publication. a) Hepatology Forum requires that investigations performed on human subjects include include a statement of assurance in the methods section of the manuscript reading that: (1) informed consent was obtained from each patient included in the study and (2) the study protocol conforms to the ethical guidelines of the 1975 Declaration of Helsinki (3) the study was approved by the Institutional Ethical Committee. When studies involve the use of experimental animals, manuscripts should briefly describe the procedures employed for animal care and handling. They must also include a statement giving assurance that all animals received humane care and that study protocols comply with the institution's guidelines. 

Statistical methods used should be outlined. The statistical methods used should be relevant and clearly stated. Special or complex statistical methods should be explained and referenced. Complex analyses should be performed with the assistance of a qualified statistician 

Funding Sources. All sources of funding, especially those from pharmaceutical companies,.should be declared as an acknowledgment at the end of the text. 

Drugs and chemicals. Drugs and chemicals should be used by generic name. If trademarks are mentioned, the manufacturer's name and city should be given 

Disclosures: All commercial relationships (i.e. consultancies, patent-licensing agreements) which may be considered as a conflict of interest in connection with the submitted manuscript must be included in the letter. 

Manuscript" Submission 

:'vfanuscripts submitted under multiple authorship are reviewed on the assumption that all listed authors concur with the 

submission and that a copy of the final manuscript has been approved by all authors and tacitly or explicitly by the responsible authorities in the laboratories where the work was carried out Manuscripts are accepted for review with the understanding that no substantial portion of the study has been published or is under consideration for publication elsewhere. Abstracts not exceeding 400 words are not a reason for exclusion Manuscripts should be sent to the Editor with a cover letter or they can be submitted to Hepatology Forum online via Editorial Manager after logging at the website. http://www.hepatologyforum.org 

A letter of submission must be uploaded with all manuscripts, including revised manuscripts. Papers can be submitted online via Editorial Manager at the website 

The letter must be accompanied by another letter signed by the principal author on behalf of all the authors, indicating that: 1) in case of acceptance of the manuscript the copyright is transferred Hepatology Forum; 2) all the listed authors have participated actively in the study; 3) all the authors have read and approved the submitted manuscript; 4) the study complies with current ethical considerations; 5) the manuscript reports unpublished work which is not currently under consideration elsewhere and will not be submitted to another journal until a final decision has been made; and 6) there are no conflicts of interest, unless those identified specifically by the authors in the letter 

A copyright transfer statement signed by all authors must be included with the manuscript submission. Submissions received without a signed copyright transfer statement cannot be sent out for peer-review. 

Cover Photograph. Authors with accepted manuscripts (or accepted pending minor revision) may submit a photograph or colored figures for consideration for the cover. The material may be different from the figures used in the article but should represent its content. Single slides or color photographs are preferred, and multiple examples may be submitted. 

Peer review and resubmission: Hepatology Forum uses anonymous peer review in evaluating manuscripts for publication. The Editor can directly reject a manuscript without peer review if the manuscript is incomplete or unlikely to be accepted. The Editor allows a single resubmission only after the initial disposition. A manuscript requiring more than a single revision or returned beyond 4 months of the date of the initial decision will be considered a new submission 
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Author's Agreement Form 

Authorship Responsibility 

· I, the undersigned author, certify that I have participated sufficiently in scientific content, the analysis of data and the writing of the manuscript, to take public responsibility for it. All the authors of this manuscript have sufficiently and honestly contributed to the study. I approve it for publication. 

· As an author of this article, I certify that none of the material in the manuscript has been published previously in any form, that none of this material is currently under consideration or has been accepted for publication elsewhere, This includes symposia and proceedings of meetings and preliminary publications of any kind, except an abstract of 400 words o~:i\ess 

· I also certify that this article not have I assigned any right or interest in the manuscript to any third party. 

· If the Editors of the Hepatology Forum request data upon which the manuscript is based, I shall produce it. 

· The enclosed manuscript (Title) has been 

Author's Signature/Print Name/Date 


Author: 
. 

Manuscript Checklist 

Upon submission of the manuscript the following checklist should be followed. 

· Letter of submission to the Editor 

· Author's agreement 

· Four copies of the manuscript with the components arranged in the order indicated above 

· Copyright assignment, - 

· Authorship and Responsibility, 

· Financial Disclosure 

· Institutional Review Board/Animal Care Committee Approval (signed by all authors). · Drug Declaration Form 

approved by me as well as by the responsible authorities at theinstitute where the work has been carried out 

· I, the undersigned author, certify that informed consent was obtained from all patients (in human studies), that my institution has approved the protocol for any investigation involving humans or animals and that all experimentation was conducted in conformity with ethical and humane principles of research. 

Copyright Assignement 

· I hereby transfer, convey, and assign all right, title and interest therein, including any and all copyrights of the manuscript to the Hepatology Forum 

Financial Disclosure 

· I, the undersigned author, certify that I have no commercial associations (e.g. consultancies, stock ownership, equity interests, patent-licensing arrangements, etc) that pose a conflict of interest in connection with the submitted article, except as disclosed on a separate attachment. Funding sources supporting the work and my institutional or corporate affiliations are acknowledged in a footnote. 

